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National Archives and Records Administration § 1250.10 

IF YOU WANT ACCESS TO ... THEN ACCESS IS GOVERNED BY . . .

(B) Records of the Fed-
eral courts 

Parts 1254 through 1260 of this chapter. 
FOIA does not apply to these records. 

(C) Records of Congress Parts 1254 through 1260 of this chapter. 
FOIA does not apply to these records. 

(D) Presidential records 
(created by Presidents 
holding office since 
1981). 

This part and parts 1254 through 1270 of 
this chapter. FOIA applies to these 
records 5 years after the President leaves 
office. However a President may invoke 
exemptions under the Presidential 
Records Act which would extend this up 
to 12 years after the President leaves of-
fice. 

(E) Documents created 
by Presidents holding 
office before 1981 and 
housed in a NARA 
Presidential library. 

The deed of gift under which they were 
given to NARA. These documents are not 
Federal records and FOIA does not apply 
to these materials. 

(F) Nixon Presidential 
materials 

Part 1275 of this chapter. FOIA does not 
apply to these materials. 

§ 1250.8 Does NARA provide access to 
all the executive branch records 
housed at NARA facilities? 

(a) NARA provides access to the 
records NARA creates (operational 
records) and records originating in 
other Federal agencies that have been 
transferred to the legal custody of the 
Archivist of the United States (archi-
val records). 

(b) Twentieth-century personnel and 
medical records of former members of 
the military and of former civilian em-
ployees of the Federal government are 
held at NARA’s National Personnel 
Records Center (NPRC), located in St. 
Louis, Missouri. These records remain 
in the legal custody of the agencies 
that created them and access to them 
is governed by the FOIA and other ac-
cess regulations of the creating agen-
cies. The NPRC processes FOIA re-
quests under authority delegated by 
the originating agencies, not under the 
provisions of this part. 

(c) In our national and regional 
records centers, NARA stores records 
that agencies no longer need for day-

to-day business. These records remain 
in the legal custody of the agencies 
that created them. Access to these 
records is through the originating 
agency. NARA does not process FOIA 
requests for these records.

§ 1250.10 Do I need to use FOIA to gain 
access to records at NARA? 

(a) Most archival records held by 
NARA are available to the public for 
research without filing a FOIA request. 
You may either visit a NARA facility 
as a researcher to view and copy 
records or you may write to request 
copies of specific records. 

(b) If you are seeking access to archi-
val records that are restricted and not 
available to the public, you may need 
to file a FOIA request or a mandatory 
review request (see part 1254 of this 
chapter for procedures for accessing 
classified records) to gain access to 
these materials. If you make a ref-
erence request for restricted records, 
we may ask that you change your ref-
erence request to a FOIA request or a 
mandatory review request. See 36 CFR 
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36 CFR Ch. XII (7–1–03 Edition)§ 1250.12 

1254.46 for information on filing manda-
tory review requests. 

(c) You must file a FOIA request 
when you request access to NARA oper-
ational records that are not already 
available to the public.

§ 1250.12 What types of records are 
available in NARA’s FOIA Reading 
Room? 

(a) NARA makes available for public 
inspection and copying the following 
materials described in subsection (a)(2) 
of the FOIA: 

(1) Final NARA orders; 
(2) Written statements of NARA pol-

icy that are not published in the Fed-
eral Register; 

(3) Operational staff manuals and in-
structions to staff that affect members 
of the public; 

(4) Copies of records requested 3 or 
more times under FOIA and other 
records that have been or are likely to 
become the subject of subsequent FOIA 
requests for substantially the same 
records; 

(5) An index, updated quarterly, to 
these materials. 

(b) These materials are available dur-
ing normal working hours at the NARA 
facility where the records are located. 
See 36 CFR parts 1253 and 1254 for a 
fuller description of NARA facilities 
and research room procedures. 

(c) Any of this material that was cre-
ated after October 31, 1996, will also be 
placed on NARA’s web site at http://
www.archives.gov/researchlroom/
foialreadinglroom/
foialreadinglroom.html.

(d) For paper copies of the index to 
these materials write the NARA FOIA 
Officer at the address listed in 
§ 1250.22(d). 

[66 FR 16376, Mar. 23, 2001, as amended at 67 
FR 43253, June 27, 2002]

§ 1250.14 If I do not use FOIA to re-
quest records, will NARA treat my 
request differently? 

Whether you choose to invoke the 
FOIA or not, NARA will respond as 
promptly as possible to your request.

Subpart B—How To Access 
Records Under FOIA

§ 1250.20 What do I include in my 
FOIA request? 

In your FOIA request, you must: 
(a) Describe the records you wish to 

access in enough detail to allow NARA 
staff to find them. The more informa-
tion you provide, the better possibility 
NARA has of finding the records you 
are seeking. Information that will help 
us find the records includes: 

(1) The agencies, offices, or individ-
uals involved; and 

(2) The approximate date when the 
records were created. 

(b) Include your name and full mail-
ing address. If possible, please include 
a phone number or email address as 
well. This information will allow us to 
reach you faster if we have any ques-
tions about your request. 

(c) Mark both your letter and enve-
lope with the words ‘‘FOIA Request.’’

§ 1250.22 Where do I send my FOIA re-
quest? 

(a) For requests for archival records 
in the Washington, DC, area, mail your 
request to the Chief, Special Access 
and FOIA Staff (NWCTF), Room 6350, 
National Archives and Records Admin-
istration, 8601 Adelphi Road, College 
Park, MD 20740-6001. 

(b) For archival records in any of 
NARA’s regional records services fa-
cilities, send the FOIA request to the 
director of the facility in which the 
records are located. The addresses for 
these facilities are listed in 36 CFR 
1253.7. 

(c) For Presidential records subject 
to FOIA, mail your request to the di-
rector of the library in which the 
records are located. The addresses for 
these facilities are listed in 36 CFR 
1253.3. 

(d) For the operational records of any 
NARA unit except the Office of the In-
spector General, mail your request to 
the NARA FOIA Officer (NGC), Room 
3110, National Archives and Records 
Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road, 
College Park, MD 20740-6001. 

(e) For records of the Inspector Gen-
eral write to Office of the Inspector 
General (OIG), FOIA Request, Room 
1300, National Archives and Records 
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